
Common Ground Urban Farming Internship, 2020 
Season 

Common Ground is home to a charter high school, a non-profit urban farm and an 
environmental education center. The site includes 20 acres of forested hiking trails, 
wildlife and diverse natural habitats, and a working farm that includes production and 
education gardens and a variety of farm animals. Common Ground is a center for 
learning and leadership, inviting people across ages and identities to connect 
to their urban environment, build community, grow into their full potential, and 
contribute to a just and sustainable world. 
 
Working on our One-Acre Urban Farm 
Common Ground (CG) grows nearly 10,000 lbs of fresh produce annually, including 
vegetables, fruits, herbs, and flowers. We also raise broiler + laying hens, ducks, 
turkeys, + sheep. Farm products go to our Cafeteria, onsite farm stand, CG Family 
Farm Share, Mobile Market, + more! Farm work will be done with the Farm Director, 
Farm Manager and high school youth. Interns will gain experience in all aspects of 
planting, growing, and maintaining a diversified sustainable vegetable operation, and 
small scale livestock management. Specific farm tasks may include composting, 
planting, weeding, watering, harvesting, preparing for farm stand, maintaining 
irrigation, keeping crop records, caring for farm animals and a variety of other tasks. 
Depending on the interest + skills of the intern, there may be opportunities to help 
with off-site mobile farm stands, focus on improving our new compost area, and/or 
help host weekend volunteers on the farm. We will also take a few field trips to learn 
from other farms and food justice work going on in the New Haven Community. 

*Several summer programs for children ages 4 – 18 take place on the farm. 
Interns do not have daily responsibilities working with these programs, but must be 
mature and good role models for all children on the farm. Interns will be working as a 
team with a group of teenagers who are employed by CG.  
 

Skills + Experience 

• An interest in food security/food justice, urban agriculture + the local food 
economy. 

• Willingness + ability to work hard, physically in all weather. Previous garden 
experience is not necessary. 

• Good communication + interpersonal skills with people of all ages and a good 
sense of humor. 

• Ability to learn, to ask questions, + also take initiative, to work both with + 
without direct supervision. 

• Demonstrated commitment, reliability, punctuality, + responsible behavior at 
previous jobs. 

• The willingness to be a positive role-model to young people working on the 
farm. 

• 18 years or older 



Common Ground Urban Farming Internship, 2020 
Season 

Apprenticeship Logistics + Details 
Seasonal availability + duration:  

• There are 2 apprenticeship spots available from the end of May-Mid August 
(12 Weeks). 

• There is 1 apprenticeship spot available from the end of May through Early 
December (23 weeks).  

• Hours will be around 20 per week, 3 to 3.5 days based on intern preferences. 

Compensation: Apprentices receive $13/hour, a share of the harvest, farm field 
trips + other learning opportunities. 

Housing: Housing is not provided. 

Transportation: Parking is available on-site, as are bicycle racks. We have a bus 
stop on site (take the B1 bus from the New Haven Green), + we are walking distance 
from New Haven’s Westville, West Rock neighborhoods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

Common Ground is committed to the recruitment and retention of staff that is 
reflective of the communities we work with. We strongly encourage applicants 
from people of color, immigrants, women, people with disabilities, members of 
the LGBTQ community, and other underrepresented and historically 
marginalized groups. 


